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December 2, 2009

Honorable D. Medvedev, President of the Russian Federation
[linskaya Street 23
Moscow 103132, Russian Federation

Honorable President Medvedeav:

A little more than two weeks ago, | spoke at the Inaugural Session of the UNESCO World
Philosophy Day in Moscow, along with distinguishad representatives of your government. A
congratulatory letter from you was also read at that session. In the following days, we met at the
institute of Philosophy on Volkhonka Street, the central theme of the meetings being “philosophy in the
dialogue of cultures”. [t was, in the opinion of all the participants, a very, very successful meeting.

Only after leaving Russia did § learn that there is a serious threat to the continuation of the
Institute at its current, historic location of eighty years’ duration. In my brief remarks in Moscow | had
recalted my first visit to the institute, in 1985, when | was leading a delegation of philosophers visiting
Russia from the United States, Europe, and Africa, It was then that | began to become acquainted in
more detail with the extremely distinguished history of the Institute, to which | have returned on several
occasions since then.

The institute is of especially great importance to philosophers, of course — and philosophy in
Russia, as | also mentioned in my remarks, has included a vast range of ideas and areas of thought, such
as, for example, the philosophy of taw and the philosophy of science as well as many other traditional
intellectual concerrns. But your Institute of Philosophy, in light of its history, represents more than just
phitosophy, in all of its breadth: The Institute has been a beacon of Russian culture as such, as was
reflected in the theme of the World Phitosophy Day.



So turge you please to do what is within your powers to prevent the closing of this historic site
in the center of Moscow. A general statement by the Steering Commitiee of the International
Federation of Philosophical Societies (FISP — Fédération internationale des Sociétés de Philosophie] has
already been written, with my name at the top of the list of signatures as President. But | thought that it
was important in addition for me to send you this personal appeal.

Sincerely and respectfully,
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Witliam Leon McBride,
President of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies



